












*** Coal Mine Safety Board — Senate Bill 949 creates a “Coal Mine Safety Board” to
review and recommend new mine safety technologies, mandate emergency shelters in bituminous
coal mines, require greater safety precautions, establish a more reliable mine mapping system, and
institute tough new penalties against mining companies that fail to comply with the law.

The bill incorporates key recommendations from the Governor’s Commission on Abandoned
Mine Voids and Mine Safety, the Quecreek investigation team, and the Quecreek Grand Jury.

The bill, the first significant re-write of the state’s coal mining law in over 50 years, was
amended in the House to strengthen safety provisions. The measure enables miners to
accompany inspectors during mine safety inspections. The bill also mandates that tracks be
located closer to where the miners are working to expedite possible evacuation.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 55 of 2008.

*** River Basin Water Resources Compact — The Senate unanimously passed House
Bill 1705, entering Pennsylvania into the “Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water
Resources Compact.”

The waters and water-dependent natural resources of the basin are subject to regulation
under the compact. Within, each party is required to develop a water resources inventory. The
inventory must include the location, type, quantity, and use of water resources in the watershed
of the Great Lakes and portions of the St. Lawrence River watershed.

Each state will manage and regulate new or increased water withdrawals, consumptive uses
and water diversions in accordance with the compact. New and increased diversions of water
from the basin are prohibited except as allowed by the compact.

Within two years, each state must commit to promoting measures for the efficient use of
water. The Department of Environmental Protection has the power to enforce the compact as it
applies to Pennsylvania consistent with regulations adopted by the Environmental Quality Board.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 43 of 2008.

*** Pennsylvania Appalachian Trail Act — The Senate voted 48-2 to approve House
Bill 1281. The bill gives municipalities responsibilities along the corridor of the Appalachian
Trail in Pennsylvania.

The measure requires municipalities, through which the Appalachian Trail passes, to adopt
and implement zoning ordinances that protect the natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic values of the
trail. Municipalities will adopt the ordinances within one year of the effective date of the act.

The measure was signed into law as Act 24 of 2008.

* Recreational Land and Water Use — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill
497, which would have amended Act 586 of 1965, relating to recreational land and water use
limited liability for landowners by adding to the definitions of land and recreational purpose.

The legislation would have added “trails” to the definition of land and added “motorized
recreation vehicle riding” to the definition of recreational purpose.

Land would have been defined as lands, roads, water, watercourses, trails, private ways
and buildings, structures and machinery or equipment when attached to the realty.

Recreational purpose would have been defined as, but would not have been limited to,
any of the following or any combination of: hunting, fishing, swimming, boating, camping,
picnicking, hiking, pleasure diving, nature study, motorized recreational vehicle riding, water
skiing, water sports, cave exploration and viewing or enjoying historical sites.

The bill died in the House.
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*** Nuclear Power Facility Fees — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 496, which
increases the fees paid by nuclear power facilities for plant safety, monitoring, and emergency planning.

The legislation also significantly raises the annual fees paid by each of the state’s five nuclear
power facilities. The fees had not been increased in over 14 years.
The bill contains numerous increases in fees. The largest requires that each person who has a current
nuclear reactor construction permit or operating license in Pennsylvania must pay the department
$100,000 per nuclear power reactor site, within 30 days of the effective date of the act, and by July
1, 2007, and each year thereafter the fee would be $550,000 per nuclear power reactor site.

The bill also makes it illegal to transport spent nuclear fuel, high-level waste, transuranic
waste, or a large quantity of radioactive material upon the waterways of Pennsylvania unless the
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency is notified in advance.

The bill was signed into law as Act 31 of 2007.

* Nuclear Power Facility Fee Increase — The Senate unanimously approved Senate
Bill 782, which would have amended the “Radiation Protection Act” to increase the fees paid by
nuclear power facilities for plant safety, monitoring, and emergency planning.

The additional fees charged under this bill were projected to raise an additional $2.64
million in 2007-08. The annual revenue would have been $1.64 million since $1 million was
from one-time fees. The current fees have been in place since 1984.

The bill died in the House.

*** PA Climate Change Act — The Senate voted 47-3 in favor of Senate Bill 266, also
known as the “Pennsylvania Climate Change Act.”

The bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to prepare a report
on the potential impact of climate change in Pennsylvania; establish a Climate Change Advisory
Committee within DEP; create a voluntary greenhouse gas registry; and submit a climate
change action plan to the Governor every three years.

The bill was signed into law as Act 70 of 2008.

*** Storage Tank and Spill Prevention Act — The Senate unanimously passed Senate
Bill 815, which amends the “Storage Tank and Spill Prevention Act” of 1989 to extend the
sunset date to June 12, 2012, for the Underground Storage Tank Environmental Cleanup
Program and the Underground Storage Tank Pollution Prevention Program.

The bill was signed into law as Act 20 of 2007.

*** Mine Families First Program — The Senate unanimously approved House Bill
483, which establishes the “Mine Families First Program” within the Department of
Environmental Protection.

The new program ensures a two-way communication between those persons in command of a
mine emergency response operation and the families of miners trapped, injured or waiting rescue.

The response and communications plan outlines the steps that are to be taken by the
department and mine owners and operators to communicate with the families of miners involved
in a mine emergency.

This bill was enacted as Act 57 of 2007.

*** Alternative Energy Supplies — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 1203,
which clarifies parts of the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act that permit the Public
Utility Commission (PUC) to determine if the market place has enough alternative energy
supplies to meet the law’s requirements.
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In addition, the PUC is now responsible for making sure companies bank and seek out
alternative energy credits.

The bill also provides definitions for “alternative energy credit” and “customer-generator,” as
well as clarifies the requirements for attaining alternative energy sources outside of Pennsylvania.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 35 of 2007.

*** Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill
1100, which provides funding for the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund. Monies for the fund come
from existing legislative accounts and the Capital Stock and Franchise Tax.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 77 of 2007.

* Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund — The Senate passed Senate Bill 1068 by a vote of
46-0. This measure would have required that any funds collected from civil penalties assessed as
a result of violations of the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act be deposited into the Hazardous Sites
Cleanup Fund.

The bill died in the House.

* Independent Counsel for Environmental Quality Board — The Senate voted 47-1
in favor of Senate Bill 105, which would have allowed the Environmental Quality Board to have
an independent counsel to assist the board in its review of proposed and final rulemakings and
all other matters.

The independent counsel would have been appointed by the Department of
Environmental Protection and would have been compensated out of funds for the general
government operations of the Department of Environmental protection.

The bill died in the House.

* Keystone Recreation, Park, and Conservation Fund Grants — By a vote of 46-0,
the Senate approved Senate Bill 1069. The measure would have required the Departments of
Conservation and Natural Resources, Education, Historical and Museum Commission, and the
State System of Higher Education to each submit an annual report to the Governor and the
General Assembly by each July 1.

The report would have contained information on grants awarded from the “Keystone
Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund,” a description of projects that received grants, and
anticipated project completion dates.

The bill died in the House.

* Clean Air Act Website — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 355, which
would have amended the Air Pollution Control Act to require that all proposed and final state
implementation plans (SIPs) that are required under the federal Clean Air Act be put on a
publicly accessible Internet website.

The bill died in the House.

* Environmental Funds Reporting and Disclosure Act — By a 36 to 14 vote, the
Senate passed Senate Bill 913, which would have established the “Environmental Funds
Reporting and Disclosure Act.”

The measure would have required the Department of Environmental Protection to
compile a comprehensive report of all special funds and restricted revenue accounts that it
administers. It would have also provided funding for the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund.

The bill died in the House.
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FINANCE
*** Exempting Low-Income Workers From the EMS Tax — By a vote of 48-2, the

Senate approved Senate Bill 218, which exempts low-income workers from the Emergency and
Municipal Services Tax.

In 2004, the legislature allowed municipalities to raise the tax from $10 to $52. This
prompted complaints from low-income workers who had trouble paying the lump sum, and
others who worked for businesses for a very short period of time.

Senate Bill 218 exempts workers who make less than $12,000 annually as well as
permanently disabled veterans. The measure also allows other workers to pay in installments
instead of one lump sum.

The bill, signed into law as Act 7 of 2007, also renames the tax the “Local Services Tax.”

*** Help for Emergency Volunteers — The House and Senate exchanged a series of
various tax bills that were amended and re-amended with provisions from numerous other bills.
` In the end, local firefighters and other emergency responders received a $100 state
income tax credit. Under the new law, volunteers would be required to be certified by the State
Fire Commissioner and the State Director of Emergency Services. Workers in the Department of
Health and a local fire official will have to approve the application. The exemption covers not
only active firefighters and ambulance personnel, but also those who volunteer a sufficient
amount of time in fundraising or other activities to benefit the organization.

The emergency responder tax credit was amended into House Bill 377, which passed in
the House and Senate unanimously and was signed into law as Act 66 of 2008.

House Bill 377 was originally drafted to direct the Joint State Government Commission
to conduct a study on alternative forms of special tax provisions for poverty. That provision
made it into the final bill and a report is expected in August 2009. The bill also contains a
provision for a personal income tax check-off box that will allow taxpayers to donate refunds
toward research into cervical and breast cancer.

* Business Taxes — On party-line votes, the Senate passed a series of bills addressing
business and income taxes. Many Senate Democrats argued that slumping state tax revenue
would have made the bills too costly this year.

• Senate Bill 1385 would have expanded the cap on the Net Operating Loss (NOL)
provision of the Corporate Net Income Tax to $5 million or 20 percent of taxable
income. The NOL cap is currently set at $3 million or 12.5 percent of taxable income.
The final vote was 31-19.

• Senate Bill 1386 would have increased the eligibility limits for tax forgiveness for
low-income wage earners. The bill would have increased claimant income eligibility
limits by a total of $2,000 over three years and the dependent allowance by $500 over
the same period. Under current law, a family of four with a combined income less than
$32,000 pays no state tax, the bill would have lowered that threshold to $27,000.There
would have been a loss of revenue of $44 million in 2008-09. The final vote was 34-16.

• Senate Bill 1387 would have doubled the amount that small businesses may deduct as
Section 179 expenses on their income tax filings. Section 179 of the federal Internal
Revenue Code provides for the deduction of all or part of the costs of machinery and
equipment used for businesses. The bill would have increased the maximum annual
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deduction to $50,000. The bill would have cost the Commonwealth an estimated $6.6
million. The final vote was 35-15.

• Senate Bill 1388 would have amended the Corporate Net Income Tax to expand the
sales factor to 85 percent. Most corporations that conduct business in more than one
state use a three-factor apportionment to allocate business income among the states
where they have activity. The three factors are: property, payroll, and sales factors.
Currently, the sales factor accounts for 70 percent of the apportionment formula;
property and payroll factors each account for 15 percent. Senate Bill 1388 would have
raised the sales factor to 85 percent, lowering the property and payroll factors to 7.5
percent each. The final vote was 31-19.

Although the Senate bills died in the House Finance Committee, the Senate Finance
Committee amended the provisions into House Bill 377 on a 7-4 party-line vote. The tax
provisions were later removed unanimously in the Senate Appropriations Committee before the
Senate passed House Bill 377 unanimously.

* Help for Emergency Responders — The Senate unanimously passed a package of
bills intended to help retain and recruit emergency response volunteers. Along with tax credits
for the volunteers, the bills also would have provided tax incentives for their employers as a way
of encouraging flexibility in allowing volunteers to respond to calls during work hours.

• Senate Bill 1314 would have provided for a $100 state income tax credit in the first
year of the program and up to a maximum of $500 in the fifth year. (See HB 377)

• Senate Bill 1169 would have provided for a local earned income tax credit of up to
$400. Local municipalities would have had to opt into the program for the tax credit to
be awarded.

• Senate Bill 1316 would have given employers a state tax credit of $1,000 for allowing
an emergency services volunteer to answer calls or attend training during work hours
without penalty. The bill would have covered up to five employees.

The bills remained in the House Finance Committee when the session ended. However,
the $100 tax credit for emergency responders was amended into House Bill 377, which was
signed into law as Act 66 of 2008.

*** Goodwill Taxes — The Senate passed Senate Bill 97 by a vote of 45-3. The bill allows
banks and trust companies to disregard “goodwill” taxes paid from June 30, 2001 to March 18,
2008. Goodwill is defined as the excess amount above fair market value that is paid during an
acquisition or merger. Other states have passed similar legislation, which encourages future mergers.

The bill originally passed the Senate unanimously. After amendments, the bill excludes
stock shares earned from acquisition as nontaxable. The measure also changes minor tax issues
in the fields of the sales and use tax, the personal income tax, tax credits, and the corporate net
income tax/capitol stock and franchise tax.

The bill was signed into law as Act 55 of 2007.

*** Exempting Signs from Real Estate Tax — The Senate concurred in House
amendments to Senate Bill 413 by a vote of 46-2. The bill prohibits second-class counties from
assessing signs or sign structures for the purposes of a real estate tax.

The signs and sign structures are now no longer considered property. The bill applies
retroactively to January 1, 2005. This could affect property taxes that might have been
inaccurately assessed if sign structures were included.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 38 of 2007.
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* Grants for Saving Resources — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 690,
which would have created the “Resource Enhancement and Protection Tax Credit Program Act.”

The proposed program was intended to encourage private investment in the
implementation of best management practices on agricultural operations, the planting of riparian
forest buffers and the remediation of legacy sediment.

An eligible applicant would have been granted a maximum of $150,000 in tax credits
and the entire program would have been capped at $10 million for fiscal 2007-08. The bill died
in the House Finance Committee.

*** Tenant Leases not Taxable — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 763, which
clarifies that residential tenant leases are not taxable. Leases prior to July 1, 2007 are not affected.
The bill was passed unanimously in the House and was signed into law as Act 130 of 2008.

* SERS Employer Contributions — The Senate unanimously passed a measure
intended to prevent dramatic fluctuations in employer contributions to the State Employee
Retirement System. Senate Bill 826 would have set the rate at no less than 4 percent, beginning
after 2006. The bill remained in the House Education Committee when the session ended, but
its provisions were passed in House Bill 876, which was signed as Act 8 of 2008.

* Hazleton Income Taxes — By a vote of 49-0, the Senate passed Senate Bill 961,
which would have permitted the City of Hazleton to hike its local income by up to half a percent
beyond the maximum legal rate. The tax increase would then have been funneled into reducing
taxes on pension plans. The bill died in the House Finance Committee.

* Delinquent Fees and Taxes — By a vote of 28-22, the Senate passed a bill that would
have made it easier for municipalities to hire third parties to collect delinquent fees and taxes.
Senate Bill 777 targeted the Municipal Claim and Tax Lien Law to clarify some definitions and
expand the applicable fees to include garbage fees, recycling fees, landlord licensing fees and
inspection fees.

The Senate narrowly (26-24) defeated a Democratic amendment that would have limited
attorney fees to 20 percent of the delinquent account. The bill died in the House Finance Committee.

*** Philadelphia Tourism Tax — By a vote of 42-8, the Senate passed House Bill 2167,
authorizing the city of Philadelphia to impose a Philadelphia hospitality promotion tax. Currently,
Philadelphia has a 6 percent hotel tax. The bill adds an additional excise tax to be collected by
each hotel within Philadelphia from the transaction of renting a room or rooms. The tax will not
exceed 1.5 percent and will go into a special Philadelphia hospitality promotion tax fund.

The revenue will be used to promote tourist attractions and facilities in the area as well
as promoting the use of the expanded Pennsylvania Convention Center, including attracting
international markets.

The bill was signed into law as Act 80 of 2008.

*** Dauphin County Hotel Tax — The Senate voted 45-4 to allow Dauphin County to
raise its hotel tax. House Bill 1877 allows county commissioners of counties of the third class
having a population between 237,000 and 240,000 (Dauphin County) to impose a hotel tax not
to exceed 5 percent. The previous hotel tax was 3 percent. The money is to be used for
tourism promotion and debt service on the construction of a regional sports facility. The bill
was signed into law as Act 72 of 2007.
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*** RCAP Debt Ceiling Raised — By a vote of 49-1, the Senate passed House Bill
2231, which raises the debt ceiling for redevelopment assistance (RCAP) by $750 million. The
new limit is $3.4 billion. The last time the debt ceiling was raised was in 2005 when it went up
by $500 million. RCAP funds require local matching funds and must be used for
redevelopment, but cannot include highways, bridges or water infrastructure.

The House concurred in Senate amendments and the Governor signed the bill into law as
Act 48 of 2008.

*** Local Tax Collection — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 1063,
finishing the process of making various reforms in the collection of earned income tax that
would consolidate, modernize, and introduce uniformity to the collection process.

The measure is expected to reduce the number of tax collectors from 560 to 66 (one for
each county) by consolidating local income tax collection systems on a countywide basis. The
bill was signed into law as Act 32 of 2008.

*** Prudent Person Rule — The Senate unanimously concurred in House amendments
to Senate Bill 1297, extending for another two years the authorization for the State Treasurer to
use the “prudent person rule” to make investments.

The rule was first established in 1998 and requires reauthorization every two years.
“Prudent person” is an accounting standard for large investment funds that allows more

options for investment, but still maintains a long-term, rather than speculative, standard.
Before the standard was adopted, the Treasurer was limited to investing in funds named

in the statute.
The bill was signed into law as Act 53 of 2008.

*** Keystone Opportunity Zones Renewed — By a vote of 49-1, the Senate approved
Senate Bill 1412, updating Pennsylvania’s Keystone Opportunity Zone authorization. Keystone
Opportunity Zones were created by the General Assembly in 1998, allowing tax exemptions for
certain areas that were in need of economic redevelopment. Some areas were still undeveloped
and faced program expiration within two years. The bill extends those authorizations.

Democrats fought to amend the bill to make KOZ’s subject to prevailing wage standards
and the Separations Act to ensure that the quality of the jobs provided were worth the cost of the
tax breaks. However, immediate passage was required to save a deal that would bring 1,100
jobs – averaging more than $100,000 per year in salary – to Center City in Philadelphia.

Democrats supported the bill after receiving assurances from Gov. Rendell that he would
support other initiatives to preserve wages and benefits for working families.

The bill was signed into law as Act 79 of 2008

*** State Retiree Contributions — To avoid drastic jumps in employer contributions to
the State Employee Retirement System, the Senate unanimously passed House Bill 876, leveling
the state agency contribution to 4 percent. This rate should dramatically reduce future increases
in employer contributions. The bill was signed into law as Act 8 of 2007.

V*** Assessment Appeals — By a 48-2 vote, the Senate passed Senate Bill
1247, which would have limited the circumstances under which a taxing district can appeal an
assessment. It would have limited appeals to periods of countywide reassessment, when a parcel
of land is divided and conveyed away in smaller parcels, or when improvements are made to the
property, or when existing improvements are removed from the property or are destroyed.
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The Senate then passed House Bill 1438 by a 46-4 vote. This bill contained the exact same
language as Senate Bill 1247.

The Senate unanimously concurred in House amendments to Senate Bill 1258 outlining
requirements for businesses in fourth through eighth class counties to file assessment appeals.
The bill would have allowed businesses to appeal an assessment if:

• the appeal is from an assessment established during a countywide reassessment and the
appeal is filed no later than the first day of September of the taxable year following the
year for which the newly established values takes effect;

• the property or parcel has been divided and conveyed away in smaller parcels;
• improvements have been made to real property; and or
• existing improvements are removed from real property or are destroyed.
All three bills were vetoed by the Governor who argued that the legislation would not

have protected new property owners from a spot re-assessment process or provided reasonable
protections to ensure an equitable sharing of the local property tax burden in the absence of
countywide reassessment.

GAME AND FISHERIES
*** Rules for buying and selling game, safety zones and mounted specimens — The

Senate voted unanimously in favor of House Bill 69, which defines a “mounted specimen”,
makes new rules for buying and selling game and for safety zones.

This legislation defines “mounted specimen” as any game or wildlife, or any portion of
game or wildlife prepared, preserved, arranged, set up or posed in a lifelike position or some
other form of display.

This law allows game to be purchased or sold if it is raised following the laws of
Pennsylvania. Game or wildlife can be captured and sold if a permit is received from the director of
the commission and fees are paid. Tanned, cured or mounted heads, skins, or parts of any game or
wildlife cannot be sold if it was not killed in a wild state in Pennsylvania. Any inedible game or
wildlife part thrown away by the original owner can be sold if it is within 90 days after the close of
the season. A permit is not required for the sale or purchase of mounted specimens by any licensed
auctioneer who sells 10 or more mounted specimens during one sale at a registered auction house.
The information from the sale must be given to the commission within 15 days.

A safety zone for licensed bow and arrow, cross bow or falconry hunters is within 50
yards of an occupied building, camp, barn or stable. The safety zone around a playground of
any school, nursery school or daycare center is 150 yards.

The bill was signed into law as Act 65 of 2008.

*** Elk Licenses — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of House Bill 747, which
allows elk licenses to be auctioned off to hunters as a fundraiser for the state Game Commission.
This law allows the Game Commission to offer a special elk hunting license through an auction
every year and the profits will go toward improving elk habitats in Pennsylvania. The commission
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has to give an annual report to the General Assembly detailing how the proceeds were used.
Both residents and nonresidents are eligible to participate in the auction.
The bill was signed into law as Act 101 of 2008.

*** Fishing Licenses and Replacements — The Senate voted 46-3 in favor of House
Bill 1109, which changes the requirements for obtaining a fishing license and replacement
license. This act affects agents who issue licenses as well as the associated fees.

The beginning date for issuing one-day, nonresident/tourist and resident fishing licenses
will now be March 15. The end date of April 30 stays the same.

Issuing agents made active on or before January 1, 2000 are no longer excused from
paying any administrative fees set by the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission.

The bill was signed into law as Act 2 of 2008.

*** Hunting Vouchers — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of House Bill 1116,
which allows the Pennsylvania Game Commission to sell vouchers for hunting licenses and permits.

Vouchers, similar to a gift certificate, will be available for hunting licenses and permits. The
person buying the voucher will have to pay the license or permit fee and the issuing agent’s fee.

The voucher can then be redeemed for the type of license or permit indicated and must be
honored by an issuing agent when presented for redemption, regardless of where it was purchased.

The bill was signed into law as Act 67 of 2008.

*** Give the Gift of a Fishing License — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of
Senate Bill 880, which allows the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission to give out gift
vouchers for fishing licenses and permits purchased by a third party.

The voucher contains a voucher number, issuing agent identification number, type of
license or permit for which the voucher may be redeemed, date issued, and date of expiration.
The person purchasing the voucher has to pay the license or permit fee as well as the issuing
agent’s fee. The voucher can then be exchanged for a fishing license.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 26 of 2008.

*** Wild Turkey Hunting Dogs — The Senate voted 48-1 in favor of Senate Bill 580,
which allows dogs to be used for wild turkey hunting.

Under the measure, a dog may pursue, chase, scatter and track wild turkeys during the
fall wild turkey season.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 18 of 2007.

*** Hunting with Artificial Light — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of House
Bill 881, which clarifies and refines the conditions in which the use of an artificial light is
permitted during hunting.

The new law allows a light to be carried or mounted on a firearm, if it is not a laser
beam, during the evening hours, if the source of power for the light is self-contained, carried on
the person or on the firearm during the hunting of furbearers. This includes people who kill
wildlife to protect their property.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 26 of 2007.

*** Boating Under the Influence — The Senate voted 48-2 in favor of House Bill 778,
which reduces the maximum Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) level allowed while operating
watercraft, Boating Under the Influence (BUI), in Pennsylvania from 0.10 percent to the federal
standard of 0.08 percent.
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In addition, the maximum fine was reduced from $7,500 to $5,000 and the minimum
fine from $2,500 to $1,500.

Any person who operates a watercraft will automatically be consenting to a test to
determine the presence of a controlled substance if an officer has reasonable grounds to believe
the person was under the influence or the operator of the watercraft had a passenger who needed
medical treatment or was killed.

Also under Act 27, those guilty of violating the “Threatened and Endangered Species
law” must have intentionally violated the law.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 27 of 2007.

*** Landowner Accountability — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of House
Bill 13. This bill does not hold landowners accountable for injuries occurred on their property
unless they have been neglectful.

Under the measure, landowners will not be held responsible for injuries caused by others
while hunting or participating in other recreational activities on their property unless they are
neglectful for safety or if they charged a fee for use of the land.

This law is in response to a 2006 court case in which the owners of a Lehigh County
orchard were found partially liable for damages. The lawsuit centered on a stray bullet, fired by
a hunter who had permission to hunt the land. The bullet traveled about a half-mile before
accidentally striking a woman sitting in a car on a different property.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 11 of 2007.

JUDICIARY
*** Judicial Pay Raises — The Senate voted 36-14 in favor of House Bill 10, which

was amended to rescind part of a previous law that based the salaries of Pennsylvania judges on
the pay scale used to determine what federal judges make.

Under the new law, judges will receive annual cost-of-living adjustments based on the
percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers for the Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland area for the most recent 12 months reported by the U.S.
Department of Labor.

The bill undid the last vestige of the 2005 pay raise law that the General Assembly
rescinded later that year. The measure was prompted following a state Supreme Court ruling that
reinstated the part of the law that raised salaries for judges and linked future judicial pay raises
to the salary structure of federal judges.

The measure will also fund the state’s 65 percent reimbursement share for full-time
district attorneys by requiring convicted criminal offenders to pay an additional $50 fine.

The bill was signed into law as Act 30 of 2007.

*** Bad Checks — The Senate unanimously passed an amended version of House Bill
296 that increases the amount of the bad check service charge permitted from $20 to $50.
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The bill also changed the grade of the offense from a summary to a felony of the third
degree depending on the amount of the check passed.

The bill was signed into law as Act 70 of 2007.

*** Background Checks — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of House Bill 1961,
which made changes to the Child Protective Services Law relating to background checks.

Under this measure, all applicants seeking jobs at child-care facilities have to obtain a
federal criminal history record including fingerprints. It also requires self-employed family day
care providers to submit this to the department.

All potential adoptive parents, foster parents and any person in the household 18 years of age
or older will have to submit a criminal background check, child abuse clearance certification from the
Department of Public Welfare and federal criminal history record information including fingerprints.

The bill was signed into law as Act 73 of 2007.

*** Public Breastfeeding — By a vote of 48-1, the Senate passed Senate Bill 34, which
assures a mother the freedom to nurse her child in public.

Previously, public breastfeeding of children could be prohibited by local ordinance. This
legislation allows a mother to breastfeed her child in any location, public or private, where she
and her child are otherwise authorized to be present.

The bill was signed into law as Act 28 of 2007.

*** Continuing Medical Education — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 72,
which amends the Volunteer Health Services Act to lower the Continuing Medical Education
(CME) requirement for volunteer licenses.

The legislation reduces the mandatory CME hours for volunteer licensees from 100
hours to 20 hours. The 20-hour CME requirement will only apply to retired physicians holding
a volunteer license.

The bill was signed into law as Act 29 of 2007.

*** Jury Pools — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 116, which will help
counties expand the size and diversity of their jury pools.

Under the bill, county jury commissions can expand the substance and diversity of their
jury pools by contacting the state Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) and
requesting a list of prospective jurors for the county.

The list would be compiled by the AOPC from information submitted by the state
Departments of Public Welfare, Revenue, State, and Transportation.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 37 of 2007.

*** Juvenile Issues — The Senate passed Senate Bill 117 by a vote of 48-0. This
measure enables the Judicial Court Judges Commission to work in cooperation with the
Supreme Court’s Office of Children and Families in the Courts and provides information and
advice to the General Assembly and Executive agencies on a full range of juvenile issues.

The bill was signed into law as Act 64 of 2007.

*** Sentencing and Parole — The Senate passed an amended version of House Bill 4
by a 48-2 vote. This bill addressed sentencing, re-sentencing, incarceration, probation and parole
of certain offenders.

The legislation authorizes the Sentencing Commission to provide information on re-
sentencing decisions as well as parole revocations. The commission is authorized to adopt
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guidelines and circulate forms for the courts to consider and use when re-sentencing an offender
following revocation of probation, county intermediate punishment or state intermediate
punishment and would require the courts to consider these guidelines.

Further, the Commission will be responsible for adopting guidelines for parole that must
be used by the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole as well as any other paroling entity.

The bill will also create guidelines for reimbursement for confinement— that will begin
three years after the effective date of this act:

• DOC is required to reimburse counties for reasonable costs of confinement of persons
committed to the county for work release classified as level 4 or 5 offenders. The
program may spend up to $2.5 million.

• Counties may require payment from other counties for the incarceration of their
prisoners with mutually agreeable rates.

Language from Senate Bill 397, which died in the House Appropriations Committee, was
added to the bill. The measure also establishes a central or regional booking fee, following the
adoption of a countywide Booking Center Plan. In addition to any other fines, penalties, costs or
fees authorized by law, a person may be required by the court to pay a booking fee of up to $300.

The bill was signed into law as Act 81 of 2008.

*** Corrections Officer Use of Force — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill
623, which authorizes a corrections officer to use whatever force is necessary to defend himself
or another from bodily harm during the pursuit of an escaped person.

The bill also allows a corrections officer to use deadly force when the officer believes that
such force is necessary to prevent death or serious bodily injury to himself or another, or when the
officer believes that deadly force is necessary to overcome resistance and capture the escaped
persons, and when the person being pursued has been convicted of a forcible felony, possesses a
deadly weapon or indicates that he or she will endanger others unless apprehended without delay.

Finally the bill requires local law enforcement to use whatever means exist to trace the
commerce path of a firearm found to be illegally possessed by persons under 21.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 41 of 2007.

*** Hearings Concerning Children — The Senate passed Senate Bill 1156 by a 47-0
vote. This bill ensures that foster parents, pre-adoptive parent or relatives caring for the child be
provided with the right to be heard at any hearing concerning the child.

The measure also requires that the court consult with the child in his or her permanency
hearings.

The bill was signed into law as Act 76 of 2007.

*** Inmate Transfer — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 5, which details the
conditions that must be satisfied in order to transfer an inmate to a state correctional facility that
is closer in proximity to the judicial proceeding.

Conditions include a court order and finding by the court that the inmate’s presence is
required at the proceeding.

A transfer will also be accepted if the constitutional rights of the inmate do not permit
participation in the judicial proceeding by video-conferencing technology.

The legislation authorizes the Department of Corrections to establish regulations and
temporary guidelines to implement this policy.

The bill was signed into law as Act 82 of 2008.
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*** Sentencing Guidelines — By a 49-1 vote, the Senate passed House Bill 6, which
authorizes the Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing to adopt guidelines, similar to current
sentencing guidelines, for use in parole, probation or intermediate punishment decisions.

Previously there were no standardized guidelines for parole or recommitment from parole.
The legislation authorizes the Pennsylvania Sentencing Commission to propose

recommendations to modify the provisions regarding the risk reduction incentive credit,
qualified parole, rebuttable parole and state intermediate punishment; adopt guidelines for re-
sentencing following revocation of probation, county intermediate punishment, or state
intermediate punishment; and develop recommitment time ranges to determine the length of re-
incarceration for those whose parole has been revoked.

The bill was signed into law as Act 83 of 2008.

*** Hospice Care for Prisoners — The Senate unanimously passed an amended
version of House Bill 7 that allows for the removal of state prisoners who are seriously or
terminally ill for care in a hospital or hospice.

Under this legislation, the Department of Corrections, the prisoner, or anyone acting or
appointed to act on their behalf, has to petition a sentencing court for an order authorizing
temporary release of the prisoner for treatment. In making this decision, the court must consider
the prisoner’s history of violence. The bill also allows a victim and any other agency who was
involved in the original sentencing an opportunity to voice their opposition.

Under the legislation, a prisoner being treated that escapes will be charged with
contempt of court.

The bill was signed into law as Act 84 of 2008.

*** Court of Common Pleas Judges — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill
301. This bill adds judges to the courts of common pleas in various counties.

Under the bill, Northampton County will get one additional judge; Cumberland County
will get one, Dauphin County will get two; York County will get one; Delaware County will get
one; Montgomery County will get two; Franklin and Fulton counties will get one; Lackawanna
County will get one: Adams County will get one; and Carbon County will get one.

The bill also requires that when a witness who is under 18 years of age is subpoenaed, a
copy of the subpoena must be issued to the parent or guardian of the witness.

The bill was signed into law as Act 98 of 2008.

*** Court of Common Pleas Appeals — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill
306. The measure removes the jurisdiction of the court of common pleas for appeals of determinations
issued by the Pennsylvania Labor Relations Board under the Pennsylvania Labor Relations Act.

The bill was signed into law as Act 35 of 2008.

*** Failure to Pay Order of Support Penalty — The Senate passed House Bill 1027
by a 49-0 vote. This bill increases penalties for willful failure to pay an order of support.

Under this bill, a first offense will be graded a summary offense and any second or
subsequent offense will be graded as a misdemeanor of the third degree.

Previously, a violation of this statute was graded as a summary offense in all cases.
The bill was signed into law as Act 104 of 2008.

*** Chop Shops — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 1147, which narrows
the definition of “chop shop” in an effort to prevent fraud.

Under the bill, a chop shop is any building, lot or other premises where individuals are
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engaged in certain prohibited activities relative to the dismantling of motor vehicles that are
known to be illegally obtained by theft, fraud or conspiracy to defraud.

The bill was signed into law as Act 107 of 2008.

*** Electronic Transactions — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 1152,
which will make extensive changes and conforming amendments primarily to provide enabling
language for electronic transactions.

A substantial portion of the additions and changes comes from the emergence of
electronic communications in commerce such as email and Internet encryption technologies for
transmitting secure documents.

The aim of the revisions is not to construct a system for the transference of secure
electronic documents, but to create a legal and intellectual architecture that supports the
development and use of electronic documents in holding and shipping goods.

The bill requires that systems for the use of electronic documents ensure that the
originals cannot be copied without a clear signature—one that distinguishes the single original
from any copies. The new framework also permits the creation of systems that allow the
transformation of electronic documents into written form, provided that clear safeguards exist to
invalidate the former original.

The bill was signed into law as Act 13 of 2008.

*** Use of Information from Children — House Bill 1511 unanimously passed the
Senate. This bill states that, prior to a permanency hearing, a child’s foster parent, pre-adoptive
parent or relative may make a report to the court concerning the child’s adjustment and progress.

Under this legislation, information obtained from a child in the course of screenings and
assessments—whether court ordered or otherwise—cannot later be used against the child in
determining if the child committed a delinquent act, or on the issue of the child’s guilt in a
criminal proceeding.

The bill was signed into law as Act 109 of 2008.

*** Conviction Data Expungement — The Senate passed an amended version of
House Bill 1543 by a unanimous vote. This bill allows for the expungement of certain criminal
conviction data.

Under this bill, someone who has been free of arrest or prosecution for five years can
petition the court for the expungement of a summary offense.

A person convicted of an offense graded as a misdemeanor or a felony offense or a
person convicted of indecent assault is not eligible to petition for expungement.

Also, courts are prohibited from ordering the expungement of the criminal record of a
person placed in Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition for certain violations where the victim
was under 18 years of age.

The bill was enacted as Act 134 of 2008.

*** Wiretap Act Extension — The Senate passed House Bill 1664 by a 49-1 vote.
This bill extends the Wiretap Act until Dec. 31, 2013, and amends Title 18 as it relates to the
theft of leased property.

Before this change, if a person failed to return property to its owner within seven days
after a written demand to return it had been delivered by registered or certified mail, the person
was presumed to have the intent to commit theft of leased property. The new law provides that a
written demand to return the property is delivered when it is sent simultaneously by first class
mail and by registered or certified mail.
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The bill also prohibits the release or disclosure of records or information regarding
electronic communications or remote computing services by an electronic communication
services under most circumstances.

The bill was signed into law as Act 111 of 2008.

*** Handgun Restrictions and Assault of Police — By a 50-0 vote, the Senate passed
House Bill 1845. This bill deals with handguns and amends Title 18 in the following ways:

• allows for the issuing of emergency concealed weapon permits;
provides for the automatic renewal of concealed weapons permits for active duty
military personnel;

• changes the standard questionnaire used when buying a handgun;
• creates a grant program aimed at stemming straw purchases of handguns;
• brings Pennsylvania into compliance with federal law that requires that involuntary

mental health commitments be reported to the FBI for inclusion in the National Instant
Criminal Background Check System;

• creates an appeals process for the denial of a firearm purchase based on criminal records;
• adds the murder of a law enforcement officer to the existing first and second degree

murder statutes as well as the attempt, solicitation and conspiracy statute; and
• creates the offenses “criminal homicide of a law enforcement officer” and “assault of a

law enforcement officer.”
The bill would also impose a mandatory minimum sentence of 20 years for the offenses

criminal homicide of a law enforcement officer and assault of a law enforcement officer.
The bill was signed into law as Act 131 of 2008.

* Expungement of Summary Offenses — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill
232, which would have made it easier for ex-offenders to clear summary offenses from their
criminal record.

Under current law, a record can only be expunged when an ex-offender turns 70 or dies.
Senate Bill 232 would enable someone with a summary offense on their record to petition their
county court to have the record cleared of that offense if they have gone five years with no
arrests or convictions.

The original bill language would have also permitted non-violent ex-offenders convicted
of second- and third-degree misdemeanors to also have their records expunged.

The bill died in the House.

* Drug Courts — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 584, which would have
allowed county courts of common pleas to create courts of specialized jurisdiction to serve as a
single point-of-contact between criminal defendants with substance abuse problems and support
services in the human services field.

Philadelphia, Allegheny and Lackawanna Counties currently have established drug
courts. These courts ensure that criminals with a history of substance abuse receive intensive
supervision, enhanced coordination of services and treatment during their criminal sentence.

These courts would have increased cooperation between criminal justice and drug
rehabilitation systems, increased services for offenders with drug abuse problems, and reduced
recidivism.

The bill died in the House.

* Bail Bond Enforcement Agent Law — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill
615, which would have created the Bail Bond Enforcement Agent Law.
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The legislation would have provided regulation of Bail Bond Enforcement Agents
defined as a person licensed to recapture suspects who are released on bail.

The legislation would have required that bail bond enforcement agents provide written
notice to local law enforcement agencies or the State Police having jurisdiction of the municipality
prior to engaging in the apprehension or surveillance of a fugitive. However, if exigent
circumstances exist, oral notification could have been provided within 24 hours of such actions.

Under the bill, bail bond enforcement agents would have remained liable for damages,
including punitive damages, to any person or property caused by their actions including
unlawful arrest, trespass, unlawful detainment or assault.

The bill died in the House.

* Intermediate Punishment Reevaluation — The Senate unanimously passed Senate
Bill 1027. The bill would have authorized the Department of Corrections to recommend to the
sentencing court that an offender be re-sentenced to participate in the state intermediate
punishment program if they were found to be eligible following evaluation.

Currently the court can only commit the offender for evaluation on the motion of the
prosecuting district attorney. Senate Bill 1027 died in the House.

House Bill 6, which also addressed the intermediate punishment program, was enacted
as Act 83 of 2008.

* Intermediate Punishment Reevaluation — The Senate unanimously passed Senate
Bill 1027. The bill would have authorized the Department of Corrections to recommend to the
sentencing court that an offender be re-sentenced to participate in the state intermediate
punishment program if they were found to be eligible following evaluation.

Currently the court can only commit the offender for evaluation on the motion of the
prosecuting district attorney.

The bill died in the House.

*** Child Custody — The Senate unanimously concurred in House amendments to
Senate Bill 1107. The bill forbids a court from entering an order altering an existing order of
child custody while one of the parents is deployed in a contingency operation. However, the
court may enter a temporary order if it is in the best interests of the child.

The bill was signed into law as Act 127 of 2008.

*** Child Death Reviews — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 1147, which
requires reviews and reports on child fatalities and near-fatalities resulting from child abuse.

The bill establishes procedures for timely reviews and reports by the Department of Public
Welfare (DPW) and county children and youth agencies regarding child fatalities and near-fatalities
caused by child abuse. Previously, DPW and the counties conducted child death reviews, but were
not permitted to release the information to the public regarding findings and recommendations.

Under this new law, the reports will be made available to the public so that communities
will have more insight as to how the system worked or failed.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 33 of 2008.

* Protection for Mass Transit Employees — The Senate passed Senate Bill 1149 by a
vote of 47-3. The bill would have given added protections to mass transit employees who are
assaulted while on the job.
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Under this legislation it would have been a felony if a mass transit employee were
assaulted, causing bodily injury. The felony would have either been first or second degree
depending on the severity of the bodily injury.

The maximum punishment for a felony of the first degree would have been up to 20
years in jail and a fine of $25,000. The maximum punishment for a felony of the second degree
would have been up to 10 years in prison and a fine of $25,000.

The bill died in the House.

* Minor Judiciary Education Board Appointments — The Senate passed Senate Bill
1153 by a 36-9 vote. This legislation would have made it the responsibility of the Supreme
Court to appoint the members of the Minor Judiciary Education Board.

Currently the Governor appoints members of the Minor Judiciary Education Board.
The appointments would have consisted of three persons who are judges of the

Pittsburgh Magistrates Court or the Traffic Court of Philadelphia or magisterial district judges,
three members of the bar of the Supreme Court, and one lay elector.

The bill died in the House.

* Probate Law Amendments — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 1203, which
had a series of technical amendments that would update and clarify provisions of the probate law.

The recommended changes included proposed amendments to repeal of the rule against
perpetuities; the enforcement of the contribution or exoneration of federal estate tax; provisions
addressing death during a divorce proceeding and powers of attorney.

The Joint State Government Commission, Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries Task Force
recommended the changes to the law.

The bill died in the House.

* Wiretap Law Sunset Extension — By a vote of 50-0, the Senate passed Senate Bill
1263, which would have extended the sunset date of the state law governing the issue and
operation of wiretaps by state law enforcement to December 31, 2013.

The bill died in the House.

* Juvenile Offender Rights — The Senate passed Senate Bill1 1269 by a 45-4 vote.
The legislation would have defined the confidentiality and non-incrimination rights of juvenile
offenders in juvenile proceedings.

Under the legislation, assessments and screenings may have been court ordered or
conducted by juvenile justice personnel for the purposes of evaluating the psychological, mental
health, mental retardation, drug/alcohol dependency or co-occurring disorders of the youth.

Currently, there is no clear direction concerning whether statements made during
assessments and screenings are admissible as evidence in juvenile proceedings.

The bill died in the House.

*** PA Child Support Enforcement Program — The Senate unanimously passed
Senate Bill 1278, which would enhance the Pennsylvania Child Support Enforcement Program
by providing more support to low-income families, reducing operational costs, and generating
revenue through increased Federal incentive earnings.

The Department of Public Welfare Office of Income Maintenance, Bureau of Child
Support Enforcement requested the legislation to meet the requirements of the Federal Deficit
Reduction Act of 2005.

Under current law, the court must determine the ability of each parent to provide health
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care coverage and order that it be provided where appropriate. This legislation makes every
order for child support include a requirement that either or both parents pay for medical support
for their children.

The measure also requires the collection of an annual $25 fee when $500 or more of
support is collected for a family receiving child support services and where the family has never
received Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF).

Additionally, the bill would require that all child support orders be reviewed and, if
appropriate, adjusted every three years. The legislation would also increase the Support Pass-
Through to a TANF family to $100 for one child and $200 for two or more children.

The bill was signed into law as Act 16 of 2008.

* Release of Cell Phone Records — By a unanimous vote, the Senate passed Senate
Bill 1555, which would have added restrictions to the release of cell phone records.

The legislation would have prohibited the release or disclosure of cell phone records unless
there was a written authorization or request by the subscriber, or a court order showing that the
information was material to the preparation for a proceeding and that the request was reasonable.

The measure was prompted after it was learned that a defense attorney was able to
retrieve records of newspaper reporters’ phone calls through subpoena without their knowledge.

The bill died in the House, however the language was amended into House Bill 1664
which was signed into law as Act 111 of 2008.

* Prisons and Probation — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 73. This bill
would have updated and consolidated various freestanding statutes concerning prisons and
probation and parole under Title 61. Obsolete laws and sections, some dating back nearly two
centuries, would have been deleted.

The bill died in the House.

* Burglary — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 121, which would have
amended the judicial code to clarify the definition of burglary.

This Democrat-sponsored bill would have corrected an inconsistency in how the state’s
burglary and “Three Strikes” laws treat burglary in instances such as a home invasion when the
victim is present. It would have assured that sentencing courts could impose the toughest
possible penalties for burglary and home invasion.

The bill died in the House.

* Sexual Assault Victims — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 150, known as
the Sexual Violence Protection Act.”

This bill would have authorized a sexual assault victim to petition the court requesting
protection from the defendant. The court would have been required to hold an expedited hearing
at which the plaintiff would need to prove the need for protection by a “preponderance of the
evidence.” The defendant would have had the right to legal representation.

The court would have been able to ban the defendant from having any contact with the
plaintiff for up to 18 months. Those who violated the order would have faced up to six months
in prison and a fine of up to $1,000.

The bill died in the House.

* Contraband — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 151, which would have
amended the Crimes Code to expand and clarify the provisions prohibiting contraband.

The legislation would have increased the grading from a first-degree misdemeanor to a

Senate Legislative Review 2007-08

50



second-degree felony if someone delivers a weapon or tool that is used for escape or supplies
dangerous material such as explosives to an inmate or confined patient.

The bill died in the House.

* Public Servant Impersonation — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 183,
which would have amended the Judicial Code and Crimes Code to toughen penalties against
those who impersonate public servants.

The legislation would have made it a third-degree felony to impersonate a law
enforcement officer to persuade another person to submit to or rely on false official authority.

The bill also would have made it a criminal offense (a misdemeanor of the third degree)
to impersonate a member of the armed forces or veteran in the same way.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Military Firearm Permits — By a unanimous vote, the Senate approved Senate Bill
221, which would have given deployed military personnel a 90-day extension on their license to
carry a firearm. The extension would have been granted if the permit were scheduled to expire
while the soldier was deployed overseas.

The bill died in the House.

* Bail Provisions — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 256, which would
have made the Judicial Code consistent with the state’s constitution provision that denies bail for
those charged with a capital offense, an offense punishable by a maximum term of life
imprisonment, or situations where the safety of any person in the community cannot be assured.

The bill died in the House.

* Underage Drinking Immunity — By a unanimous vote, the Senate approved Senate
Bill 306, which would have provided immunity for underage drinking to minors who call 9-1-1
seeking medical attention for others.

Lawmakers claim current law discourages minors who have been drinking from seeking
medical help for others because reporting the emergency exposes that minor to an underage
drinking arrest. To qualify for the proposed immunity, the minor would have been required to
use their name when reporting the emergency and remain with the person needing medical
attention until emergency help arrived.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Financial Institution Robbery — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 331,
which would have amended the Crimes Code by adding a section concerning robbery on the
premises of a financial institution.

Under the bill, a person would have committed the offense if they took or removed the
money of a financial institution without the permission of the financial institution. This could
have taken place by making a demand of an employee of the financial institution orally or in
writing. The bill would have also defined a financial institution as a bank, trust company,
savings trust, credit union or similar institution.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Grant Program Extension — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 365,
which would have amended the Judiciary Code to extend the sunset date for the senior judge
operational support grant program.
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This section expired on June 30, 2007. This bill would have changed the expiration date
to June 30, 2012.

The bill died in the House Rules Committee.

* Regional Booking Fees — The Senate passed Senate Bill 397 by a vote of 47-2. The
bill would have added a section to the Judicial Code to establish a central or regional booking
fee, following the adoption of a countywide Booking Center Plan.

Under this measure, a person could have been required by the court to pay a central or
regional booking fee of no more than $200 in addition to any other fines, penalties, costs or fees
authorized by law.

The booking fee monies would have been deposited into the Booking Center Fund or
account to be used solely for the start-up, operation or maintenance of a central or regional
booking center.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Meth Labs — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 432, which would have
amended the “Controlled Substance, Drug Device and Cosmetic Act” to add several offenses
related to the operation of methamphetamine labs in Pennsylvania.

Currently there is no specific law dealing with meth labs. The legislation would have
made it a second-degree felony to knowingly cause a chemical reaction for the purpose of
manufacturing methamphetamine or preparing a precursor substance for the manufacture of
methamphetamine.

The legislation would have also toughened the grading of this offense to a felony of the
first degree if the conduct occurs within 1,000 feet of the real property of a public, private or
parochial school, a college or university, nursery school or day care center or within 250 feet of
a recreation center or playground.

The legislation would have made it a third-degree felony if the person intentionally,
knowingly or recklessly deposits, stores or disposes of a precursor substance, chemical waste or
debris used in or resulting from the manufacture of methamphetamine or the preparation of a
precursor substance.

These provisions would not have applied to the operation of a licensed pharmaceutical
company in the normal course of business.

This was part of a package of bills that were to address the worsening problem of meth
labs in rural communities.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Meth Labs — The Senate passed Senate Bill 433 by a 49-0 vote. The bill would have
made a person convicted of an offense involving the operation of a methamphetamine laboratory
responsible for reimbursing the appropriate law enforcement agency for the costs of cleaning up
the environmental hazards associated with the operation of the meth lab.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Meth Manufacturing — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 434, which
would have amended the state’s drug law to make it a violation to knowingly possess various
salts and optical isomers including, ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine for the
intention of manufacturing methamphetamine.

Under the bill, violators would have been subjected to up to six months in prison and a
fine of up to $10,000. In addition, a conviction for a second or subsequent offense could result
in jail time of up to two years and a fine of up to $25,000.
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If there is proof that a person had more than 40 grams or 15 packages, the measure
would have established a rebuttal presumption that the person is acting with the plan to
manufacture meth.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Meth Labs — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 436, which would have
amended the Criminal Code by adding a section making it a crime to operate a
methamphetamine laboratory.

The legislation would have made it illegal to knowingly cause a chemical reaction for
the purposes of manufacturing methamphetamine or preparing a precursor substance for the
manufacture of methamphetamine. Violators would have been subject to second-degree felony.

Also, if the offender operates a “meth” lab near a school, daycare center, recreation
center or playground, the offense would have been upgraded to a first-degree felony.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Crimes Against Law Enforcement Officers — The Senate passed Senate Bill 450 by
a 47-2 vote. The legislation would have created a series of new criminal offenses if the victim
were a law enforcement officer engaged in the performance of duty, and the perpetrator knew or
should have known that the victim was a law enforcement officer.

First-degree murder of a law enforcement officer would have been punishable by the
death penalty or life in prison; second-degree murder of a law enforcement officer would have
been punishable by life in prison; and involuntary manslaughter of a law enforcement officer
would have faced a maximum of 10 years in prison and a maximum fine of $25,000.

The legislation would have also added a section to the Crimes Code establishing the offense
of “Violence against a law enforcement officer.” An offense under this section was graded as one
grade higher than the underlying offense. If the offense was graded as a first-degree felony, it
would have been subject to a maximum term of 40 years in prison and a fine of $50,000.

In all cases, the court would have been required to impose a consecutive sentence for any
other crime occurring in the same criminal episode.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Sex Offenders Online Identity — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 490, which
would have amended Megan’s Law to require sex offenders to register their Internet online identity.

Online identity would have included email addresses and instant messaging screen
names, and these would have been provided to the State Police and Board of Probation and
Parole. A change or establishment of an online identity would have had to have been reported to
police within 48 hours.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Child Court Statements — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 699, which
would have amended the Judicial Code to allow for a determination that if testimony in court
would cause a child serious emotional distress, the child could have been made unavailable as a
witness and that child’s out-of-court statements could have been used in the trial.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Death Penalty for Mentally Retarded Offenders — The Senate passed Senate Bill
751 by a vote of 45-3. This bill would have prohibited the imposition of the death penalty on
mentally retarded persons.

The bill would have applied retroactively to those persons currently sentenced to death.
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Defendants who had been convicted and sentenced but have post-trial motions or direct appeals
pending would have been able to file a motion with the court alleging reasonable cause to
believe that the defendant is mentally retarded.

The bill would have required that the defendant establish mental retardation by a
preponderance of the evidence, the burden of proof assigned to all mitigating circumstances and
most affirmative defenses in criminal justice cases. In a first-degree murder prosecution, the
issue of mental retardation would need to have been submitted to the court in a pre-trial motion
filed 90 days prior to the date of trial alleging that there is reasonable cause to believe that the
defendant is mentally retarded.

The bill would have also required that the jury not be informed of the court’s pre-trial
determination.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* More Judges — The Senate passed Senate Bill 861 by a vote of 47-2. This bill would
have added seven judges to the Courts of Common Pleas in four judicial districts.

The 12th (Dauphin County) and 38th (Montgomery County) districts would have each
added two judicial positions; while the 39th (Franklin and Fulton Counties), 45th (Lackawanna
County) and 51st (Adams County) districts would have added one position each.

The new judicial positions, with the exception of the 39th district, would have been
filled by the election occurring in 2009. The new judicial position for the 39th district would
have been elected in the municipal election of 2011.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee. However, House Bill 301 was
enacted and added these judgeships and several others.

* Parental Monetary Liability Limits — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill
1013, which would have increased the maximum amount of money a parent can be sued for
based on their child’s misconduct.

The liability limits would have been increased to $2,000 for injuries suffered by any one
person; $4,000 if injuries were suffered by more than one person; and in proceedings where the
actual loss exceeds the amounts stated, parents could have been discharged from liability by
filing $4000 with the court.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Images of Deceased Soldiers — The Senate passed Senate Bill 1125 by a vote of 47-
0. The bill would have created a criminal offense and a civil cause of action for the
unauthorized use of the name, portrait, or picture of a deceased soldier.

The offense would have been graded as a first-degree misdemeanor punishable by a fine
of up to $15,000 and up to five years in jail.

This legislation would have made it a criminal offense if the deceased soldier’s identity
was used for commercial advertising or the solicitation of patronage for any business without
obtaining the prior consent to use such likeness from the deceased soldier’s spouse, immediate
family member, trustee or legally designated representative.

The use of the name, portrait, or picture of a deceased soldier would not have been a
criminal offense if used for non-commercial purposes, in artistic or literary works or non-profit
exhibits, or when the picture does not identify the soldier’s face.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.
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LABOR AND INDUSTRY
*** Limiting Mandatory Overtime — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill

834, regulating the use of mandatory overtime on health-care workers. The bill was a
companion bill to Senate Bill 835, the latest version of a six-year effort to curb forced overtime.

Under the measure, an employer cannot use refusal of forced overtime as grounds for
dismissal or discipline.

The bill allows employers to force overtime in the event of emergencies, or to complete a
procedure already begun. Within 18 months, the Pennsylvania Department of Labor will create
regulations and set penalties for violations. The House concurred in Senate amendments by a
vote of 189-11 and the bill was signed into law as Act 102 of 2008.

*** Uniform Construction Code — The Senate unanimously passed a series of bills to
further implement and modify the 1999 Uniform Construction Code.

• House Bill 1096 establishes the Uniform Construction Code (UCC) Review and
Advisory Council. The General Assembly adopted the UCC based mostly on
international standards. The council will work with local and state government
officials, as well as industry officials to review and recommend changes to the
code. The bill was signed into law as Act 106 of 2008.

• Senate Bill 437 waives a section of the code requiring bolts connecting single-family
homes to their masonry foundations. Experts said past practice has proven to be safe.
The bill was signed into law as Act 9 of 2007.

• Senate Bill 466 exempts temporary structures – such as festival or fairground tents and
pole barns – from the Uniform Construction Code. The bill was signed into law as Act
39 of 2007.

*** Increase in Disability Payments — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill
263, amending the Pennsylvania Occupational Disease Act, which provides for disability
compensation for workers suffering from silicosis, anthraco-silicosis, coal worker’s
pneumoconiosis and asbestosis. Pennsylvania workers with a total disability were eligible for
monthly payments of $125. The measure increases the payment to $150. The bill was signed
into law as Act 123 of 2008.

* Regulating Liens — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 726, which would have
made a change to the residential construction exclusion by prohibiting a lien in excess of the unpaid
balance of the contract price, and requiring that a lien be subordinate to certain mortgages.

The bill died in the House Judiciary Committee.

* Public Service Death Benefit — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 1112,
which was intended to increase the death benefit for police officers, firefighters, ambulance
personnel, or National Guard personnel killed in the line of duty. The bill also would have extended
the period during which a death certificate must be filed with the state from 30 to 90 days.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.
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LAW AND JUSTICE
*** Police Officer Training Waivers for Military — The Senate unanimously passed

House Bill 1044, which states that if a police officer is unable to attend in-service training due
to military service or an injury sustained in service as a police officer, the officers’ employer
must request a waiver.

Under the bill, a police officer whose employer fails to request a waiver will not be
decertified unless, upon return to service, the officer fails to participate in such training.

The bill was signed into law as Act 105 of 2008.

*** Special Liquor Permits — By a vote of 43-6, the Senate passed an amended
version of House Bill 896 allowing limited wineries to obtain a special permit for use at
farmers’ markets as well as wine, food and cultural expositions.

The bill also allows the Liquor Control Board to issue a special occasion permit to an
eligible entity located in a dry municipality if the board is provided with a copy of a resolution
adopted by the municipality supporting the issuance of the special permit.

The bill was signed into law as Act 34 of 2007.

* State Police Station Hours — The Senate passed Senate Bill 318 by a vote of 48-1.
The measure would have required that State Police stations be staffed and open to the public 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Emergency situations would be an exception.

The measure was in response to the department’s plans to implement centralized
dispatching strategy and not staff some of its stations during certain hours.

This bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

*** US Open Liquor Permit — The Senate passed Senate Bill 650 by a vote of 49-0.
The legislation changes the Liquor Code to allow for a special occasions permit to be issued to
sportsmen’s clubs (in existence for at least 10 years) conducting a national golf championship.
This exception was tailored for the U.S. Open Golf Championship, which was held at Oakmont
Country Club near Pittsburgh in 2007.

The bill was signed into law as Act 5 of 2007.

*** PLCB Compliance Checks — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 737,
which extends the expiration date for the program that permits certain underage individuals to
assist Liquor Control Enforcement officers in compliance checks at liquor establishments.

The legislation extends the expiration date of the program from January 1, 2008 to
December 31, 2017.

The bill was signed into law Act 75 of 2007.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT
*** Extension of Assessments of Sewer Systems — The Senate unanimously passed an

amended version of House Bill 239. The bill amends the Second Class Township Code to
extend the time period that a property owner has to pay an assessment related to the use of
sewer systems from 60 to 90 days.

It also permits for the connection of structures to township and authority water systems.
The bill was signed into law as Act 34 of 2008.

*** Appeals of Land Use Ordinance Defects — The Senate passed House Bill 1329
by a 50-0 vote. This bill changes the process for appealing an alleged defect in the enactment or
adoption of a land use ordinance.

The bill requires that appeals related to these defects be taken directly to the county court of
common pleas, as are other defects in the process for establishing ordinances, resolutions, maps, etc.

The measure also allows optional public notice of municipal action in order to provide
an opportunity to challenge the validity of an ordinance or decision on the basis that a defect in
procedure resulted in a deprivation of constitutional rights.

The public notice will be posted once each week for two consecutive weeks in a local
newspaper.

This legislation was a companion bill of House Bill 1330. The Governor signed the bill
into law as Act 39 of 2008.

*** Ordinance Defect Appeals — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 1330,
which creates a new process for appealing alleged defects in the process of, or procedure for,
enactment or adoption of any ordinance, resolution, map or similar action of a political subdivision.

This bill updates a law that was no longer enforceable due to a 2006 court ruling (Glen-
Gery Corporation v. Zoning Hearing Board of Dover Township, York County).

This measure allows for a 30-day appeals period after the enactment of an ordinance,
resolution, map, or other similar actions for an appeal to be made based on an alleged defect in
the process for its adoption.

This legislation was a companion bill of House Bill 1329. The Governor signed the bill
into law as Act 40 of 2008.

*** Uniform Municipal Deed Registration Act — The Senate unanimously passed
House Bill 1634, which enacts the Uniform Municipal Deed Registration Act.

This measure will provide for a more timely process for recording deeds in counties and
registering deeds in municipalities.

The bill was signed into law as Act 110 of 2008.

* Sewer System Requirements for Religious Sects — By votes of 42-8, the Senate
passed three bills that would have permitted members of certain religious sects to make
applications to their township so that they would be relieved of the requirement to connect to
sewer and drainage systems because of their religious beliefs.

The bills (Senate Bill 461, 462, 463) would have made changes to the First Class
Township Code, the Borough Code, and the Second Class Township Code respectively.

The bills died in the House.
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*** Amateur Radio Regulations — The Senate passed Senate Bill 884 by a vote of
49-1. This bill restricts municipalities from regulating amateur radio service communications.

The legislation creates a general rule that a municipality that takes action involving the
placement, screening or height of antennas will reasonably accommodate amateur radio service
communications and only impose minimum regulations.

The bill was signed into law as Act 88 of 2008.

*** Third Class City Fire and EMS — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill
987, which requires third class cities to provide fire and emergency medical service within their borders.

The legislation also mandates that third class cities consult with fire and emergency
providers to discuss the emergency services needs of the city. Lastly, the bill requires that
agencies receiving city funds make itemized reports on the expenditure of these funds before the
city can consider budgeting additional money to the organization.

The bill was signed into law as Act 31 of 2008.

*** Public Road Determination — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 1028,
which defines what kinds of evidence may be presented in determining if a road is a public road.

Relevant evidence can include maps, surveys, subdivision plans, deeds, court orders, and
other materials.

The bill was signed into law as Act 126 of 2008.

* Property Transfer Requirements — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill
1141. This bill would have permitted a township to transfer real and personal property to a
council of governments or any other entity created by an intergovernmental cooperation
agreement without following public notification and bidding requirements.

The Second Class Township Code currently permits the transfer of real and personal
property to 17 types of governmental, utility, and non-profit agencies without requiring
notification and bidding.

The bill died in the House.

*** Oath of Office — The Senate passed Senate Bill 1332 by a 48-2 vote. This
legislation adds a uniform oath of office for elected and appointed municipal officials.

There had been several forms of oaths in Pennsylvania through the municipal codes.
The bill was signed into law as Act 76 of 2008.

* Discrimination of Police and Firefighters — By votes of 50-0, the Senate passed a
package of six bills that would have made local laws governing civil service commissions consistent
with federal and state anti-discrimination statutes related to disabilities and former illegal drug use.

These pieces of legislation would have addressed the hiring, firing, promotion, and
demotion of paid firefighters and police officers.

The bills (Senate Bills 1363, 1364, 1365, 1366, 1367, and 1368) were all
recommendations made by the Local Government Commission.

The bills all died in the House.

* County Records Committee Membership — The Senate unanimously passed Senate
Bill 1369. This bill would have increased the County Records Committee’s membership to 16
by adding the clerk of orphans’ court.

The bill died in the House.
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* Municipal Intergovernmental Agreements — The Senate unanimously passed
Senate Bill 1496, which would have allowed municipal authorities to participate in
intergovernmental agreements with municipalities.

The legislation would have allowed one or more local governments to enter into an agreement
with one or more municipal authorities. The agreement would not have been able to delegate or
transfer the governmental powers or functions of a local government to a municipal authority or
enlarge or diminish the powers of a municipal authority beyond those authorized and permitted by law.

The bill died in the House.

*** Accident Response Fees — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of House Bill
131, which prohibits local police from charging a fee or seeking reimbursement for services
related to a motor vehicle accident.

Under the measure, a municipality cannot charge a fee or seek reimbursement for any costs
or expenses incurred as a result of municipal police responding to a motor vehicle accident. These
costs include, labor, materials, supplies or equipment used or provided in the response.

The bill was signed into law as Act 69 of 2007.

*** County Audit Reports — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 635, which
extends the time period that auditors must finish the audits of counties and make reports to the
court of common pleas and Department of Community and Economic Development.

The bill moves the date that an audit must be completed, filed, and the date that a report
on the fiscal condition of the county must be filed from May 1 to July 1.

The bill was signed into law as Act 22 of 2007.

*** Borough Property Sale — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 917, which
allows boroughs to sell real or personal property to a council of government without going
through advertising and bidding requirements.

The bill was signed into law as Act 15 of 2007.

* Borough Assessor — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 635. This bill
would have amended the Borough Code by removing assessor as an elected office.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Borough Assessor — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 636. This bill
would have amended the 4th through 8th Class County Assessment Law by eliminating all
language referring to local assessors serving boroughs and first class townships.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Township Assessor — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 709, which
would have amended the First Class Township Code by removing assessor as an elected office.

The bill died in the House.

* Airport Authority Open Records — By a vote of 50-0, the Senate passed Senate Bill
1051, which would have required an airport authority to adopt resolutions providing for
circumstances under which citizens can gain access to records under the Right-to-Know Act and
a code of ethics consistent with the Public Official and Employee Ethics Act.

It would have also required that an authority incorporated by a third class city within a
third class county form a board of 11 members.

The bill died in the House Local Government Committee.
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
*** Cancer Drug Repository Program — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill

638, which establishes the Cancer Drug Repository Program for accepting and dispensing
donated cancer drugs.

The bill will also provide immunity from criminal and civil liability for those who
donate the cancer drugs.

The bill was signed into law as Act 14 of 2008.

*** Long-Term Care Facilities — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 2034,
which creates the Long-Term Care Patient Access to Pharmaceuticals Act.

The measure will provide patients with lower cost drugs through the Veteran’s
Administration if they reside in a long-term care facility.

The bill was signed into law as Act 114 of 2008.

*** Small Residential Hospital Regulations — The Senate unanimously passed House
Bill 2629, which amends the Health Care Facilities Act by setting when final regulations must
be established for licensure and operation of small residential hospices.

The bill was signed into law as Act 120 of 2008.

***Statewide Smoking Ban — By a 41-9 vote, the Senate approved the conference
committee report establishing a statewide smoking ban.

Senate Bill 246 is aimed at protecting Pennsylvanians from the deadly health effects of
secondhand smoke. The measure prohibits smoking in most indoor public places, including
restaurants and workplaces.

The bill allows for some exceptions, including bars that have less than 20 percent of
earned income from food sales, retail tobacco shops, private clubs, a small percent (25 percent)
of hotel rooms and a portion (up to 50 percent) of casino floor space.

Violators will face a $250 fine for the first offense; $500 for the second violation; and $1,000
for every subsequent violation of the law. The Department of Health, the county board of health where
the establishment is located, and local law enforcement agencies all have enforcement powers.

The Pennsylvania Department of Health will implement its plans for information,
education and awareness to the general public and businesses about the requirements of the new
law, and provide technical assistance to businesses about implementing no smoking policies.

Prior to approving the conference committee report, Senate Democrats opposed the measure
in a 31-19 vote because the measure included an exception that allowed the city of Philadelphia to
preempt the state law with its stronger local smoking ban – yet did not allow Allegheny County and
Scranton to also keep their tougher local ordinances. Following expressed support from Gov. Ed
Rendell and assurances from Senate Republican leaders that a separate preemption bill for those
cities would be considered, Democrats agreed to support the conference committee report.

Governor Rendell signed the bill into law as Act 27 of 2008.
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* Health Care Cost Containment Council — The Senate voted unanimously in favor
of Senate Bill 1372, which would have amended Act 89 of 1986 known as the Health Care Cost
Containment Act to provide for a committee to be known as the Health Care Cost Containment
Council Act Review Committee and extend the sunset date to June 30, 2013. The act expired on
June 30, 2008. The Health Care Cost Containment Council was created to collect hospital data
in order to provide accountability of health care costs.

Although the bill died in the House Insurance Committee, Governor Rendell revised his
July 8, 2008 Executive Order (2008-05) Extending the operations of the PA Health Care Cost
Containment Council. Under the revised order, the council will remain in operation through
June 20, 2009, or until the General Assembly reauthorizes the council, whichever comes first.

*** Foster Child Permanency Hearing – The Senate unanimously passed House Bill
1511. Under the bill, prior to a permanency hearing, a child’s foster parent, pre-adoptive parent
or relative may make a report to the court concerning the child’s adjustment and progress.

Also, information obtained from a child in the course of screenings and assessments—
whether court ordered or otherwise—cannot later be used against the child in determining if the
child committed a delinquent act, or on the issue of the child’s guilt in a criminal proceeding.

The bill was signed into law as Act 109 of 2008.

*** Umbilical Cord Blood Banking — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 874.
The measure, known as the “Umbilical Cord Blood Banking Education and Donation

Act,” will set standards to educate pregnant women on the potential benefits of umbilical cord
blood banking and provide opportunities for the donation and storage of umbilical cord blood.

The bill was signed into law as Act 12 of 2008.

*** DPW Personal Care Homes Inspections — The Senate voted unanimously in
favor of House Bill 1788, which makes new rules for the Pennsylvania Department of Public
Welfare (DPW) in regulating personal care homes.

Because DPW was behind on inspections of personal care homes, this new law requires
DPW to submit a report to the governor and the General Assembly every year by March 1.

The report will include:
• The number of licensed personal care homes and residents in the state;
• The number of homes that received an annual inspection;
• How many homes are operating on a full or provisional license;
• How many homes were closed or were the subject of legal action by DPW;
• Types of violations, classified on the basis of seriousness;
• Whether financial penalties were assessed by DPW for violations; and
• Specific plans by DPW to ensure compliance with laws and regulations.

For those patients readmitted to a hospital within 14 days their discharge:
• If the readmission is for the treatment of conditions that could or should have been treated

during the previous admission, the patient would not be charged anything additional.
• If the readmission is due to complications of the original diagnosis and the patient is

now being diagnosed with something different, the department would have to pay for
the higher priced diagnosis.

• If the readmission has nothing to do with the first admission, the readmission would be
treated as a new admission.

It also brings DPW’s pharmacy and therapeutics committee, as well as its drug utilization
review board meetings, under the Sunshine Law.

The bill was signed into law as Act 44 of 2008.
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*** Newborn Screening and Follow-up Program — The Senate voted 48-2 in favor of
House Bill 883, which expands Pennsylvania’s Newborn Screening and Follow-up Program.

The new law enables the Department of Health to continue to provide for screening and
follow-up services for six mandated genetic and metabolic conditions for babies born in
Pennsylvania and adds follow-up services for 22 more genetic and metabolic conditions.

Newborn screening provides early identification and treatment for infants affected by
certain metabolic, hormonal, genetic or functional disorders.

Before this law, Pennsylvania only provided for services, referrals, and confirmatory
testing for a fraction of the metabolic conditions.

The bill was signed into law as Act 36 of 2008.

* Health Care Cost Containment Council — The Senate approved House Bill 2648 by
a vote of 48-2.

The bill would have extended the Health Care Cost Containment Council until June 30,
2013. It would have also established a Health Care Cost Containment Council Act Review
Committee. Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council was due to sunset on June 30,
2008. However, with no likely action on the bill in the House, Gov. Ed Rendell revised an
executive order to extend the operation of the council through June 30, 2009, or until the
General Assembly reauthorizes the council, whichever occurs first.

* LIHEAP and HEAT ON — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 352,
which would have created the Home Energy Assistance in Time of Need (HEAT ON) Act.

Beginning October 1 of the plan year through April 30 of the following year, the
department would have made LIHEAP grants to eligible persons who have a household income
up to 150 percent of the poverty level.

The bill died in the House.

* Certificate of Birth for Stillborn Babies — The Senate unanimously approved
Senate Bill 387, which would have amended the Vital Statistics Law of 1953 by requiring an
issuance of a certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth by the Department of Health for any fetal
death previously filed with the department upon the request of the mother or father.

The fee for issuance would be the same as a death certificate. The certificate may have
included, but was not limited to, the name of the stillborn child, date and county of delivery,
mother’s and father’s name and birthplace.

The certificate would not have been proof of live birth. In addition, the issuance of the
certificate would not have imposed any additional duties to conduct an investigation from the
coroner or medical examiner.

The measure died in the House.

* Funding for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services — The Senate
approved Senate Bill 1373 by a 47-3 vote. The bill would have been known as the Mental
Health and Mental Retardation Maintenance of Community Services Act.

Under the bill, the Secretary of the Budget would have included in the budget for the
community-based mental health, mental retardation and early intervention services programs in
the Department of Public Welfare the amounts necessary to fund:

• The aggregate amount allocated to the programs in the prior fiscal year
• The amount necessary to provide full-year funding of all initiatives included as part of

the programs in the prior fiscal year
• The amount necessary to fund an index adjustment to include a cost-of-living
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adjustment for administrative costs of the programs
The measure died in the House.

* Pharmaceutical Services Benefits — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill
1497. The bill would have required that the Department of Public Welfare consider pharmaceutical
services as a covered benefit under both mandatory managed care and voluntary managed care.

These benefits would have been provided and continued under contracts with managed
care contractors. Pharmaceutical benefits would have remained a covered benefit, unless a
termination of this benefit was approved by the General Assembly.

The bill died in the House.

* Medical Safety Automation Fund — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 8,
which would have established the Medical Safety Automation Fund and provided grants of up to $1
million to health care providers and organizations to implement medial safety automation systems.

To be eligible for the proposed grant, a health care provider would have had to provide
medical services to individuals regardless of their ability to pay for the services.

Applications for funding would have addressed how the system would protect privacy;
maintain and provide permitted access to health information; ensure compliance with national
standards; improve quality and reduce medical errors; reduce health care costs; ensure
interoperability with other systems and health care providers; improve public health reporting;
facilitate health research; promote prevention of chronic diseases and provide for consumer
access to personal medical information.

The bill died in the House.

* Low Cost Drugs — By a vote of 49-0, the Senate passed Senate Bill 778, which would have
given eligible patients the ability to acquire low cost drugs if they reside in a long-term care facility.

Only patients who are eligible to acquire lower cost drugs through the Veterans’
Administration would have had access to those drugs if they reside in a long-term care facility.

Repackaging and re-labeling the drugs received from the Veterans’ Administration could
have taken place so the drugs could have been dispensed in unit doses to patients in a long-term
care facility under certain stipulations.

The bill died in the House.

*Voluntary Managed Care — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 877,
which would have amended the Public Welfare Code by establishing definitions for certain
terms and administering a program of mandatory and voluntary managed care.

The bill would have provided definitions for terms in the code and administered a
program of mandatory managed care for physical health care services for the southeast,
southwest, Lehigh and Capital areas, as well as for recipients who reside outside the areas.

The managed care and mandatory managed care contractors would have both provided
the same physical health care benefits to the recipients.

The bill died in the house.

*** Donating Blood — By a vote of 46-0, the Senate passed House Bill 191, which
makes anyone who is 17 years of age or older eligible to donate blood without the permission of
a parent or guardian. It also allows anyone between the ages of 16 and 17 to donate blood with
the written consent of a parent or guardian.

The bill was signed into law as Act 63 of 2007.
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*** Senior Care and Services Study Commission — The Senate voted unanimously in
favor of House Bill 1367. The legislation extends the sunset date on the nursing home provider
assessment until 2012. It also creates the Senior Care and Services Study Commission, which
will assess the health care needs of the state’s current and future senior population.

This bill was signed into law as Act 16 of 2007.

*** Internal Infection Control Plans — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill
968, which requires hospitals, ambulatory surgical facilities, and nursing homes to assemble
committees (including health care practitioners, administrators, and community members) to
develop and implement internal infection control plans.

This legislation establishes a new program that, beginning in 2009, will provide financial
incentives for those facilities that achieve significant reductions in reported infections. The law
also permits the Department of Health to take action against facilities that do not meet
benchmark targets for reducing infections.

This bill was a part of Governor Rendell’s Prescription for Pennsylvania health care
reform plan.

The measure was signed into law as Act 52 of 2007.

*** Intra-Governmental Council on Long-Term Care Representatives — The Senate
approved Senate Bill 704 by a vote of 46-3. The bill requires the Intra-Governmental Council
on Long-Term Care to have two representatives of the assisted living residence community on
the council: the owner or administrator and a consumer.

The bill also requires the appointment of administrators, creates regulations, and
establish an application fee.

STATE GOVERNMENT
*** Dredging The Delaware River — The Senate voted 49-1 in favor of House Bill

1691, which exempts the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from liability for any damages that may
occur during the dredging of the Delaware River.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is free from liability of all damages arising from
construction, operation and maintenance of the Delaware River Main Channel Deepening
Project. This does not include damages due to the error or negligence.

The bill was signed into law as Act 10 of 2008.

*** Open Records — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of Senate Bill 1, the so-
called “open records” legislation that will make all levels of government more open and
accessible to the public.

The new law is the first substantive re-write of the state’s “Right-to- Know” law in 50
years. Nearly all government records are presumed open, and agencies cannot deny access based
on how the requester plans on using the information. This applies to all state, local government,
judicial and legislative agencies.

All agencies must appoint an open-records officer. For the General Assembly, the Legislative
Reference Bureau will designate this person. The open-records officer will be responsible for receiving,
processing, and responding to requests in a timely manner and maintaining a record of the request.

The bill also establishes a clearinghouse to provide information on the implementation
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and enforcement of this legislation; issue advisory opinions to agencies and requestors; provide
training; employ hearing examiners for administrative appeals and establish a website to include
advisory opinions and decisions.

The measure contains limited exemptions to what must be released to the public.
The open records legislation will complement substantive reforms the Senate embraced

when it reconvened in January, 2007. Those rule changes instituted restrictions on session hours
(8 a.m. to 11 p.m.), waiting periods on passing bills and amendments, and the requirement that
additional legislative information be made available in a timely fashion on the Internet.

The governor signed the bill as Act 3 of 2008.

* Illegal Immigrants Obtaining Benefits — The Senate voted 39-10 in favor of Senate
Bill 9, which would have prevented illegal immigrants from improperly receiving public benefits
other than those deemed essential to public health.

Under this legislation, applicants for many government benefits would have been required to
provide some type of government ID and sign an affidavit saying they are legal residents.

The bill would have affected applications for Medicaid, state-subsidized universities,
unemployment compensation, the state’s adultBasic health-insurance program, home-heating
help, and more.

The measure would not have applied to children younger than 18 years old, as well as the
disabled who receive Supplemental Security Income or Social Security and seniors’ eligible for
Medicare.

The bill died in the House State Government Committee.

* Death Notification For Voter Registration Records — The Senate voted
unanimously in favor of Senate Bill 776, which would have required for the Department of
State to be notified of the death of residents for the purpose of updating voter registration
records.

Under this legislation, the Department of Health would have been required to notify the
Department of State each month with the names of residents, over the age of 18, who died.

The information would have included the name, gender, last address, date of birth, date
of death, the county of death, the state file number and last four digits of the decedent’s social
security number.

The Department of State would have entered this information into the State Uniform
Registry of Electors (SURE) System for use by county boards of election.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Political Robo-Calls — The Senate voted 48-1 in favor of Senate Bill 820, which
would have enabled Pennsylvanians to block political robo-calls.

In 1996, Pennsylvania created a Do-Not-Call List for commercial telemarketers. Senate Bill
820 would have established a separate Do-Not-Call List for political robo-calls. As with the existing
Do-Not Call List, the Attorney General would have been responsible for maintaining the list.

It would have been illegal for any political candidate or organization to make an
automated political call to any resident that signs up to be on the list. Offenders would have
been subject to penalties of up to $1,000 per violation.

Senate Bill 820 was not intended to ban live political calls. Candidates and political
organizations would still have been able to contact all voters by telephone as long as a real
person made the call.

The bill died in the House State Government Committee.

Senate Legislative Review 2007-08

65



* Consulting Contracts — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of Senate Bill 903,
which would have increased openness in consulting contracts.

This legislation was aimed at eliminating conflicts of interest when state government
enters into contracts with outside consultants. It would have ensured that government gets
unbiased professional advice when needed.

A state agency would not have been allowed to contract with outside individuals or firms
for consulting work, unless the contract was reviewed by the Attorney General for legality and
conflict of interest, or was opened up to public competitive bidding.

An agency would have to maintain a public registry for any businesses that applied and
met the legal qualifications.

Consulting contracts less than $25,000 would be assigned on a rotating basis to the
businesses on the public registry.

Consulting contracts more than $25,000 would be awarded by competitive sealed bidding.
All campaign contributions made by businesses that receive contracts from state

government would have had to be reported in order to be eligible for consulting work.
The bill died in the House State Government Committee.

* Commonwealth Employee Bonus Ban — The Senate unanimously passed Senate
Bill 986, which would have banned bonuses provided to Commonwealth employees that are
awarded outside of standard payroll procedures.

This legislation would have made it a third degree misdemeanor for a person to approve
a bonus to any Commonwealth employee. The measure was in response to a bonus payment
scandal that resulted in the indictment of a dozen House employees and lawmakers.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Agency Advertising — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of Senate Bill 1015,
which would have made public when state agencies pay for advertising.

This bill would have required that state agencies disclose advertisements that are paid for
with public funds. All advertising done by these agencies would have been required to clearly
display the phrase “Paid for with Pennsylvania taxpayer dollars” in the advertisement.

This legislation would have applied to the General Assembly, all Pennsylvania courts, the
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, state row offices and all executive branch offices, boards
and commissions.

The measure would not have applied to materials published or broadcast free of charge.
The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Furloughing State Employees — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of Senate
Bill 1122, which would have banned the Governor from furloughing Commonwealth employees
during a budget impasse.

Under the bill, if a budget were not enacted before the end of the fiscal year, all employees
would have been considered critical and essential and could not be furloughed. The measure would
have prohibited furloughing employees due to a categorization not expressly defined in law.

The bill was in response to Gov. Rendell’s insistence that federal law required him to
furlough state workers if a budget is not in place on time. In 2007, workers were furloughed for
one day while lawmakers hammered out a budget agreement. In 2008, Gov. Rendell threatened
to furlough state workers over a possible budget impasse.

The bill died the House Appropriations Committee.
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* State-Owned Vehicles — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of Senate Bill 1499,
which would have created rules for using state-owned vehicles.

Under the proposed rules: Any state employee assigned a state vehicle would be required
to maintain a monthly mileage log; the Department of General Services would have to post
mileage logs online and make it searchable by at least department, employee name, vehicle
make and model; any state employee assigned a state vehicle would be required to reimburse the
state for insurance and gasoline for personal use; to have a state car, an employee must have an
assignment that requires at least an average of 1,200 miles of travel per month (excluding travel
to and from work); and vehicles assigned to state employees would have an “official use”
license plate unless the employee does undercover law enforcement work.

The bill died in the House State Government Committee.

* Regulatory Review Act — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of Senate Bill 752,
which would have changed the Regulatory Review Act by requiring that ‘acceptable data’ be
included with proposed regulations.

‘Acceptable data’ would have been defined as “Empirical, replicable and testable data as
evidenced in supporting documentation, statistics, reports, studies or research.”

The bill would have also required a detailed explanation of the data, which would have
included how the data was obtained and why the data is acceptable.

The bill died in the House State Government Committee.

* Posting of State Employee Salaries — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of
Senate Bill 729, which would have required the state Treasurer to post the salaries of all state
employees on the Internet and to update the information each month.

Under the bill, salaries would have been published on a publicly accessible Web site.
The name, title, employing jurisdiction, annual salary and any supplemental payments of state
employees for the executive, legislative or judicial branch would have been listed. Supplemental
payments would not have included payments made to employees for business expenditures,
unused vacation or sick leave.

The bill also states that this information could not have been used for any commercial
purpose.

The bill died in the House State Government Committee.

* Sunshine Act Violations — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of Senate Bill
467, which would have increased penalties for violations of the Sunshine Act.

Currently, a violation of the Sunshine Act is a summary offense and carries a fine of up
to $100 plus costs of prosecution. This bill would have increased the fine to $1,000 for the first
offense and $2,000 for a second offense, plus the cost of prosecution. Agencies would not have
been allowed to pay or reimburse the fine for members of that agency who violate the law.

The bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

* Election Code Changes — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of Senate Bill
317, which would have made several changes to the Election Code.

Under this bill, county boards would have to have maintained a list of all absentee ballots
that are received after 5 p.m. on the Friday before the election, but before 8 p.m. on the day of
election. Absentee ballots received up to the seventh day following the election, which contain
postmarks dated no later than the day preceding the election, would have also been kept. The list
would have had to be available for inspection at the office of the County Board of Elections.

Requests by the board of public education or school directors to refuse the use of public
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schools as polling places would have been prohibited.
Both the Pennsylvania Democratic and Republican state committees would have been

required to post and maintain any rule changes on their websites. Circulators of school board
candidate petitions would have had to be from the same party as the candidate.

County Common Pleas judges would have been allowed to permit an amendment to a
statement of financial interests to correct non-fraudulent errors or omissions in the statement as long
as the statement was filed with the State Ethics Committee or the appropriate governing authority.

The bill died in the House State Government Committee.

* Pennsylvania Judges Pay Scale — The Senate voted 49-1 in favor of Senate Bill 44,
which would have unlinked the salaries of Pennsylvania judges from a pay scale based on
federal judges compensation.

Under the bill, beginning in January 2008, judges would have received annual cost-of-
living adjustments based on the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for all urban
consumers for the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland area for the most recent
12 months reported by the U.S. Department of Labor.

The bill would have undone the last vestige of the 2005 pay raise law, which the General
Assembly rescinded later that year. The measure was prompted following a state Supreme Court
ruling that reinstated the part of the law that raised salaries for judges and linked future judicial
pay raises to the salary structure of federal judges.

While the bill died in the House State Government Committee, House Bill 10 (Act 30 of
2007), which contained similar language, was enacted. A write up on House Bill 10 is in the
Judiciary section.

TRANSPORTATION
* Driving with a Suspended License — The Senate unanimously approved legislation

that would have cracked down on those who drive with a suspended license and those who
knowingly allow someone with a suspended license to drive their vehicle.

Senate Bill 1413 would have imposed stiff penalties for people who drive with a
suspended license. The bill, named “Alex’s Law,” was introduced in honor of Alexzandra Loos, a
15-year-old teenager who was hit and killed by a habitual offender in western Pennsylvania.

The bill died in the House.

*** Bridge Bill — The Senate unanimously approved legislation that provides for
projects for the Highway Railroad and Highway Bridge Capital Budget Itemization Act of 2008-
09, also known as the “Bridge Bill.”

Senate Bill 1503 authorizes the Department of Transportation to insure that “critical”
need bridges will be completed.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 96 of 2008.
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*** Highway Capital Budget Itemization Act — The Senate unanimously approved
legislation that provides for the Highway Capital Budget Itemization Act of 2008-09.

Senate Bill 1504 authorizes the Department of Transportation to use Motor License
Fund proceeds and debt financed monies for highway construction and reconstruction projects
throughout the state.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 128 of 2008.

*** CDL Driving Test — The Senate unanimously approved House Bill 347, which
allows the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to waive the Commercial Drivers License
(CDL) driving test for active duty military or recently discharged veterans with at least two
years experience working in commercial type vehicles as a part of their military job.

Also, the Department of Transportation may issue an undercover credential to federal,
state or local law enforcement officials and would take all reasonable steps to ensure the
confidentiality of these licenses and their issuance.

The House unanimously passed the bill and it was enacted as Act 133 of 2008.

*** Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act — The Senate voted unanimously in favor
of House Bill 17, which changes the Vehicle Code to match with the federal Motor Carrier
Safety Improvement Act.

Fines for violating the Hours-of-Service will be reduced from $2,750 to $500. The
weight limit for disability plates/placards and specialty plates will be changed from 9,000
pounds to 10,000 pounds. This will affect all military specialty plates, DARE plates, as well all
other available specialty plates.

The governor signed the bill into law as Act 67 of 2007.

*** Blight and Abandoned Cars in Pittsburgh — The Senate unanimously approved
Vehicle Code legislation that helps Pittsburgh curb the problem of blight and deal with
abandoned cars in a more timely fashion.

House Bill 202 gives Pittsburgh many of the same enforcement tools that were already
in place in the City of Philadelphia.

Philadelphia initiates investigations of reported abandoned vehicles within five days. When it
is determined a vehicle has been abandoned, the city must remove it within 10 days and notify the
owner or lessee. Vehicles with long-expired registrations are removed immediately. Pittsburgh
officials had campaigned to extend these rules to their city to help them combat blight.

This legislation also makes changes to clarify legislative intent for pilot cars accompanying
oversized loads. Under current law, only a single pilot car is required to accompany a vehicle that is
greater than 13 feet, but less than 14 feet in body width. This bill adds the requirement that the total
length of the vehicle or combination is not to exceed 120 feet.

The governor signed the bill into law as Act 33 of 2007.

*** Transportation Funding Act — By a vote of 30-19, the Senate approved House
Bill 1590, which will provide a continuing and dependable revenue source to fix the state’s
roads and bridges and fund mass transit.

In 2006, the governor’s blue ribbon commission examined transportation funding in
Pennsylvania. The commission found that the state had more than twice as many structurally
deficient bridges than the national average; 35 percent of the state’s secondary roads were rated
“poor;” and highway and bridge construction costs had increased 35 percent over the past two
years. In addition, the latest federal reauthorization bill had given Pennsylvania the lowest
percentage increase in highway and bridge funding among all 50 states.
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On the mass transit front, the commission found that stagnant state funding and lost
federal dollars had led to operating shortfalls of at least $240 million for Pennsylvania’s public
transit agencies. Rising fuel prices, as well as escalating health care costs, had compounded the
funding problem and forced many transit agencies to cut service and hike fares, even as
ridership increased.

All of these factors combined to create a crisis situation.
Under the legislation, the Pennsylvania Turnpike was set to borrow against future

Turnpike tolls and the eventual tolling of Interstate 80 to raise $750 million in the first year, and
up to $900 million by 2010-11.

The Turnpike Commission plan called for installing 10 gantries in an open tolling system
and utilizing electronic toll collections. As envisioned, local residents would have been largely
unaffected by the new tolls on Interstate 80.

Under the original plan, $250 million in new state funding will go toward day-to-day
operations for mass transit, which runs in all 67 counties in Pennsylvania, provides one million
Pennsylvanians with transportation on a daily basis, and employs more than 15,000 men and
women directly. Transit authorities will also receive new capital funding, and initiatives such as
the Persons with Disabilities rural transit program would be expanded statewide.

This legislation was intended to replace the current hodgepodge of funding that goes
toward transit with a dedicated, inflation-sensitive revenue source.

In addition to funding mass transit, this plan was to provide $450 million in additional
funding for roads and bridges, with local governments receiving an additional $35 million for
roads and bridges they maintain.

The governor signed the bill into law as Act 44 of 2007.
However, in 2008, the federal Transportation secretary refused Pennsylvania’s request to

toll Interstate 80 – creating a potential funding hole in the law, and the House of Representatives
voted against an amendment that would have authorized the $12.8 billion Turnpike lease
proposal from Abertis and Citi. Lawmakers are expected to revisit this issue in the 2009-10
session.

* Jobs for Returning Soldiers — The Senate voted unanimously in favor of legislation
that would have helped returning soldiers find employment in Pennsylvania.

Senate Bill 262 would have permitted the state Department of Transportation to waive
the driving test for active-duty soldiers, reservists, and veterans who are applying for a
commercial driver’s license (CDL).

To be eligible for the CDL test waiver, veterans must have had at least two years of
experience in the military driving a vehicle similar to the one they would be driving as civilians.

This legislation is part of the “Helmets to Hardhats” program, which was designed to
help veterans transition back into civilian life with new careers in the building and construction
trades. This initiative got a boost last summer when the state Department of Labor and Industry
provided it with a $200,000 grant.

The bill died in the House.

* Disabled Veteran Registration Plates — The Senate unanimously approved legislation
that would have changed the requirements to obtain a disabled veteran registration plate.

Under Senate Bill 691, a veteran whose service-connected disability is certified at 75
percent or greater, would have been eligible to obtain a disabled veteran registration plate.

The bill died in the House.
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* Audits of Port Authority of Pittsburgh — Over the objection of all Senate
Democrats, the Senate voted 29-21 for legislation that would have made changes to Pittsburgh’s
Port Authority governing board.

Senate Bill 857 would have required the state Auditor General to conduct annual audits
of Port Authority performance and finances. These audits are currently conducted every four
years. In addition, this legislation would have increased the frequency of outside audits from at
least once every eight years to once every four years. This bill would have also required the
replacement of four current board members with legislative appointees.

While agreeing with the increased oversight provisions of this legislation, Senate Democrats
balked at the bill’s expansion of legislative power, with one Democratic senator wondering if the
General Assembly would eventually require a representative on every school board in the state. Other
senators cautioned that this bill could politicize the transportation funding debate in Harrisburg.
Democrats urged putting the bill aside until a transit funding solution was reached.

Senate Republicans moved the bill nonetheless, but did incorporate one provision
suggested by Senate Democrats – barring all public and party officials from membership on the
Port Authority board.

The bill died in the House.

* Local Emergency Coordinator — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill
1121, which would have added “local emergency coordinator” to those who can use a privately
owned vehicle when answering an emergency call. . This would have allowed the Local
Emergency Coordinator to drive vehicles equipped with audible and visual signals in reacting to
local or more widespread disaster situations.

The bill died in the House.

* Radar speed timing devices — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 1135,
which would have changed the current requirement that radar speed timing devices and
speedometers be calibrated and certified at least every 60 days. Under the bill, the requirement
for radar would have been one year.

The Pennsylvania State Police have requested this change because of the potential
savings of more than $800,000 annually.

The bill died in the House.

URBAN AFFAIRS AND HOUSING
*** Abandoned and Blighted Property — The Senate unanimously passed an

amended version of House Bill 2188 that establishes the “Abandoned and Blighted Property
Conservatorship Act.”

This bill would allow for court-appointed conservators to bring residential, commercial
and industrial buildings into municipal code compliance when owners fail to do so.

The bill was enacted as Act 135 of 2008.

*** Condominium Associations — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill 2295
which allows a condominium association to adopt the Uniform Condominium Act as its
governing law if 67 percent of the association’s members agree to the change.

The bill also states that unpaid common expense assessments due during the six months
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immediately preceding the date of a judicial sale are payable from the proceeds of the judicial
sale of the unit.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 49 of 2008.

*** Mortgage Foreclosures — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 486, which
addresses the increasing problem of mortgage foreclosures.

The legislation makes the Housing Finance Agency designate and approve nonprofit
consumer credit counseling agencies in each county and maintain an up-to-date list of these
credit counseling agencies on their website.

Senate Bill 486 also standardizes a procedure for dealing with the notice, institution,
and repayment during foreclosure proceedings.

The legislation also calls for the agency to monitor and study foreclosure activity and
trends in Pennsylvania. They will provide recommendations for addressing any problems
identified in this ongoing foreclosure study.

The bill was part of a mortgage reform legislative package and was signed into law as
Act 60 of 2008.

* Condominium Associations — The Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 963,
which would have permitted a condominium association to adopt the Uniform Condominium
Act if 67 percent of the association’s members agree.

Currently, all members must agree in order to adopt the Act.
While the bill died in the House, similar language in House Bill 2295 (Act 49 of 2008)

was enacted.

* PA Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement Program — The
Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 1400, which would have created the Pennsylvania
Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement Program.

The program would have been administered by the Pennsylvania Housing Finance
Agency (PHFA) and funded by appropriations from the General Assembly ($10 million annually).

The program would have provided funding for certain projects, including:
• Safe dwellings for sale or rent to low-income individuals
• Increased availability and quality housing for the elderly and disabled
• Projects to prevent or reduce homelessness
• Development of distressed neighborhoods
• Mortgage or rental assistance, housing counseling, foreclosure prevention and

refinancing products
• Projects to provide low-interest loans or grants to low-income, owner-occupant

individuals for repairs and improvements to the property.
The bill died in the House.
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VETERANS AFFAIRS
& EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

*** Veterans Grave Markers — The Senate unanimously passed House Bills 775, 776
and 777, which require county commissioners to procure appropriate markers for the graves of
all deceased persons who served in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard,
Merchant Marine during World War II or any organization officially connected with these
branches of Armed Services and whose separation from such service was honorable, whether by
discharge or otherwise.

The governor signed House Bill 775 into law as Act 21, of 2008; signed House Bill 776
into law as Act 22 of 2008; and signed House Bill 777 into law as Act 23 of 2008.

*** Township and Borough Codes — The Senate unanimously approved House Bills
1131, 1133, and 1134 which require that First-class townships, Second-class townships, and
boroughs be responsible for ensuring that fire and emergency medical services are provided
within the community.

According to the legislation, the municipality must consult with the fire and emergency
providers to discuss the emergency services needs of the community. The township or borough
must also determine and provide appropriate financial and administrative assistance necessary
for these services.

The governor signed the bills into law as Acts 7, 8, and 9 of 2008

*** Selling Veterans Grave Markers — The Senate unanimously approved legislation
that makes it a second degree misdemeanor for intentionally removing a veteran’s grave marker
with the intentions to sell it. The legislation was in response to individuals stealing the markers
for scrap metal.

House Bill 2289 also makes it a second degree misdemeanor to desecrate any public
monument, structure, place of worship or burial; desecrate any other object of veneration by the
public; sell, attempt to sell or remove with intent to sell a veteran’s marker; or intentionally
receive, retain or dispose of a veteran’s marker knowing that the item has been stolen.

The bill was signed into law as Act 116 of 2008.

*** National Cemetery of the Alleghenies — The Senate unanimously approved
Senate Bill 180, which gives the Department of Military Affairs the authority to arrange burial
details for veteran soldiers who are to be interred at the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies.

The bill was signed into law as Act 85 of 2008.

* State Veterans’ Commission — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 1033,
which would have added to and removed from the composition of the State Veterans’ Commission.

With so few World War I veterans still alive, the bill would have added Military Officers
Association of America to the composition of the State Veterans’ Commission and removed
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Veterans of World War I of the United States of America, Inc.
The bill died in the House.

* Possession of Firearms During Emergency — The Senate unanimously passed
Senate Bill 1172, which would have prevented the governor from seizing, taking or confiscating
lawfully possessed firearms or ammunition from citizens during a disaster emergency.

The bill died in the House.

* Military Leave of Absence — The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 1199,
which would have granted a military leave of absence from their educational institution to the
spouse of an armed service member on active duty.

The bill would have also entitled a member and their spouse restoration of their
educational status prior to the service member’s duty. The armed service member or their
spouse would not have lost any academic credits earned, scholarships or grants awarded or
tuition and other fees paid prior to the commencement of the military duty.

The bill died in the House.

*** Intrastate Mutual Aid — The Senate unanimously approved legislation that creates
a system of Intrastate Mutual Aid between participating political subdivisions, which can
constitute a county, city, borough or township.

Under Senate Bill 1225, participating political subdivisions may respond to an
emergency in a community that needs the assistance of additional emergency responders.

The act also establishes an Intrastate Mutual Aid committee, which will include
representatives from career and volunteer fire services, State Chiefs of Police Association,
county emergency management agency directors and other individuals.

The Governor signed the bill into law as Act 93 of 2008.

*** Emergency and Law Enforcement Personnel Death Benefits Act — The Senate
unanimously passed legislation that amends the Emergency and Law Enforcement Personnel
Death Benefits Act to include “certified hazardous material response team members.”

House Bill 369 also provides for the payment of death benefits to the surviving spouse
or minor children or parents of HazMat response team members.

The governor signed the bill into law as Act 21 of 2007.

*** Volunteer Emergency Responders — The Senate unanimously passed House Bill
906, which amends the Volunteer Fire Company and Volunteer Ambulance Service Grant Act to
add advanced life support squads to the definition of what is considered a volunteer ambulance
service.

The governor signed the bill into law as Act 10 of 2007.

* Volunteer Fire Company and Volunteer Ambulance Service Grant Act — The
Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 10, which would have extended the Volunteer Fire
Company and Volunteer Ambulance Service Grant Act until June 30, 2011. The act was due to
expire at sunset on June 30, 2007.

The bill died in the House.

* Veteran-owned Businesses — The Senate unanimously passed legislation that would
have required the state to establish procurement goals for veteran-owned businesses.

Under Senate Bill 87, the Department of General Services and other state purchasing
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agencies would have been required to establish a policy and publicize regulations regarding
veteran-owned businesses. The state’s various purchasing agencies would have been required to
set an annual goal of issuing at least 5 percent of their contracts (by total dollar amount) to
veteran-owned businesses.

The bill died in the House.

* Volunteer Emergency Service Mergers and Partnerships — The Senate unanimously
passed legislation that would have established a grant program encouraging volunteer emergency
service organizations to form partnerships, regionalize, consolidate and/or merge.

Senate Bill 96, also known as the Volunteer Emergency Service Partnership Grant
Program Act, would have authorized, for five years, a new grant program that would have been
funded by proceeds from a $25 million bond. All volunteer emergency service organizations
would have been eligible to apply for the grants.

The bill died in the House.

* PEMA Director — The Senate passed Senate Bill 637, which would have required
the consent of a majority of the state Senate to appointment the director of the Pennsylvania
Emergency Management Agency (PEMA). Presently, the governor appoints the director.

The bill died in the House.

*** Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Grants — The Senate unanimously
approved legislation that awards state Department of Military and Veterans Affairs grants to
designated veterans’ service organizations to support veterans’ service officer programs.

Under Senate Bill 915, these grants can only be used to support accredited veterans’
service officers and the associated costs, including wages, benefits, other compensation and
related personnel costs. Also, grant funding can be used for training and equipment to be used
by accredited veterans’ service advocacy staff. The overall goal of the program is to improve the
coordination and distribution of veterans’ benefits, to maximize the effective and efficient use of
taxpayer dollars and to increase veterans’ participation in the available benefits programs.

The governor signed the bill into law as Act 66 of 2007.

* Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base — By a 43-2 vote, the Senate approved Senate
Bill 1016, which states that, in the event the Commonwealth or any other agency owns, leases or
has jurisdiction and operational control of the Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NASJRB)
Willow Grove, the property could have been used to perform national defense, homeland
security and emergency preparedness missions.

The bill was drafted to ensure that the base would be used strictly for government and
military activity, instead of commercial use.

The measure died in the House.

# # #
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